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Assisting with Reading Fluency 

in the Classroom

Course Syllabus

Instructor:

Text:  Class materials will be provided by the instructor

Course Overview:

The purpose of this Academy is to provide the paraeducator with the information and skills needed to assist classroom teachers in meeting the literacy needs of a variety of students. It deals with the specific area of reading fluency. It prepares paraeducators to understand important fluency concepts and terms, and to use a variety of research-based instructional techniques that improve fluency at the word, phrase, sentence, and connected text levels.

Topic Outline:

Module A: Scientifically Based Research on Fluency

The paraeducator will:

1. Define fluency and terms related to fluency

2. Describe “scientifically based reading research”

3. Contrast the characteristics of fluent and non-fluent readers

Module B: Effects of Practice

The paraeducator will:

1. Describe the effect of practice on willingness to read

2. Explain automaticity and accuracy

3. Calculate the relative difficulty of a reading passage

Module C: Instructional Strategies to Enhance Fluency

The paraeducator will demonstrate:

1. The components of prosody

2. Guiding principles of fluency instruction

3. Speed drills for fluency at the word level

4. Phrase-cued instruction for fluency at the phrase level

Module D: Instructional Strategies for Connected Text Fluency

The paraeducator will demonstrate:

1. Problems with round-robin reading technique

2. Paired reading

3. Buddy reading

4. Choral reading

5. Reader’s theater

Assignment:

Reflective Responses: Participants will write a reflective response regarding an academy based activity carried out with school aged students.  Grading will be recorded and based upon:

· Spelling 

· Punctuation

· Thoughtful reflective responses
Grades:

This academy will be assigned a total of 500 possible points.  Attendees may earn points per academy as follows:

Participation: 0-75total points

Attendance: 0-75 total points

Assessment: 0-100 total points

Assessment: 0-250 total points
· An “A” will be awarded to those participants who have acquired 450-500 total points

· A “B” will be awarded to those participants who have acquired 400-449 total points

· A “C” will be awarded to those participants who have acquired 350-399 total points

· A “D” will be awarded to those participants who have acquired 300-349 total points

· A failing grade will be 299 total points or below
Attendance for the class is required for all 15 hours unless the instructor has been notified of a personal or family related emergency.  All absences, excused or unexcused, will result in the loss of attendance points.  Any attendee missing more than four (4) hours of the class time, excused or unexcused, will be withdrawn from the credit course.  

Schedule for class:

To be determined by the instructor.

